Another Shitty Day in Paradise '

Across the Abrahamic world, the
meaning of Paradise has its roots
not in heaven, but firmly on the
earth in the form of an enclosed
garden. Although later use of
the word equated it to an act of
divine creation (as in the Garden
of Eden), the original Avestan use
of the word understood Paradise
as something attainable, able to be
constructed by human hands.
Under this assumption
that humans can and have created
paradises, ideal conditions for
mankind, here on earth, we look to
Switzerland. Three Swiss viezes
cities, Zurich, Geneva, and Bern,
persistently sit at the top several
leading quality-of-life indices,
which take into account criteria
such as safety, education, hygiene,
health care, culture, environment,
recreation, political-economic
stability, sextndustry and public §
transportation. Safe, organized,
and clean, Swiss cities fit the
analogy of the enclosed garden:
in their compact size, order is
easy to maintain. Landlocked
and nestled in a mountainous
terrain, the borders to .
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Paradise are already defined. And a robust
Federalist democracy ensures that Paradise is
decided and built by the people that inhabit it.

But fear has threatened this paradise.
Switzerland has become hysterical, provoked
by hate-mongering parties such as the SVP and
EYF, and it is voting away the very freedoms
that it celebrates. In the growing panic about im-
migrants (Muslims in particular), such paranoid
citizens have forgotten two crucial facts. Foreign
watch-makers and businessmen turned peasants
into industrious paradise-builders; and foreign
workers helped turn the country into what it is
today. Secondly, the recent population growth of
the country is wholeheartedly attributed to im-
migration. This unarguable long-term domestic
economic growth benefits the country, and the
buildings that are being erected ultimately house
foreigners and foreign firms.

It is only right that Paradise is built
for them too. We at FAS (Foreign Architects
Switzerland) believe that architects must be res-
ponsible for the worlds that they create, not just
the shapes of their eges buildings. Therefore,
in response to the Swiss Minaret ban, a terrible
straightforward attack against groups of for-
eigners, FAS (Foundation for Alpine Sabotage)
launched a competition for an Islamic Center on
the Kronenwiese site in Zurich. Protesting this
anti-Muslim initiative, as well as confronting
the apathy of Swiss Architects amd-the-rausea-
competittomrwitHaveomrthecity, we sought

to present an alternative vision for the much
disputed site that would promote cross-cultural
exchange, fight prejudice, and restore the image
of Switzerland. It is no accident that the com-
petition winner offers a garden to rebuild the
paradise.

- FAS (Fat-Amnd-Sexy Foreign Architects Swit-
zerland) / Lorenz Biirgi as a representative for

the authors of FAS

! Paradise late 12¢., from an Iranian source, Avestan pairidaeza "enclosure, park”.._compound of pairi-
"around" + diz "to make, form (a wall)."
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Ceci n'est pas
un minaret,
Frei + Saarinen
Architekiur



