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In 1904, the School Department of Zürich erected several temporary 
wooden pavilions in order to respond to the rising demand for 
classrooms.

In 1984, one of these “temporary” - and partially abandoned - structures 
was conquered by a young group of film enthusiasts who had the idea 
to setup an alternative cinema.

The concept of “Kino Xenix” was as simple as it was successful: A 
unique film selection ( every month a new program containing up to 30 
different movies with a conceptual relation ) plus a bar that generated 
the necessary turnover to finance the cinema.
The former schoolrooms were converted into an auditorium; the three 
meter wide corridor into a bar.

Later, Xenix became a company. In order to run the bar on a profes-
sional level, additional sheds for storage and cooling beverages were 
added to the building.
Since none of the structures conformed to building laws, a final solution 
had to be found.

The crew did not want to leave the prime location in the centre of Zu-
rich, so the 100-year-old wooden building was expanded according to 
the law, incorporating all necessary additional spaces, such as a cooling 
room, restrooms, a small kitchen, and storage space. Since the bar was 
frequently overcrowded, it too was expanded. 
 
In developing ideas on expansion, it became clear that the opportunity 
should be taken to rethink and redesign the entire interior space. With 
this realization, the list of desires grew: more seats for spectators, 
a better view of the screen, a larger lobby for the cinema, a canopy 
above the entrance, a new air-conditioning system,  full access for the 
disabled, a better sound system, etc.

History

Prefabrication system

1904



The volume of the extension had to fulfil a number of restrictions. 
Only one direction to expand was accepted by all included parties 
(monument conservators, garden-monument conservators, the owner, 
and the Xenix-crew).

A simple linear addition would not have allowed for preservation of the 
impressive chestnut tree. Gardeners defined a minimum distance to be 
kept away from the tree.

Since the only logical geometric form for the extension looked quite 
different from the existing one, the question became how to make an 
architectonic statement: Should the new addition accentuate differences 
or not?

The driving idea behind the final scheme was to harness all possible 
formal freedoms in order to maximize new spatial qualities, such as a 
wide entrance covered by a triangular roof and a rich variety of different 
spatial conditions resulting from the various heights and widths inside.

The small scale of the building made it difficult to achieve a convincing 
architectonic result by simply adding or contrasting old to new.  It was 
more promising to take the opposite approach - every opportunity was 
taken to unify by blurring, copying, and stretching borders, materials, 
and structural elements. 

Genesis of Form

Outline 1904

Added structures (without permission) 1984 - 2006

Removal of structures

Maximum additional footprint
Only one acceptable direction

A straight extension requires removing the chestnut tree

Bending allows for conservation of the tree

Crack between old and new generates new qualities:  

1. A wide new opening connecting inside and outside

2. A new triangular sheltered area

The pavilion is located in a park in Zürich central area












































